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Impostors of Christianity XIV

Attributes of God
Past issues of these letters may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.
To recognize an impostor we must first know the real.  So far we have insisted upon ten points to validate real Christianity.  Now we are looking at some attributes of God that we must also insist are required for such a validation.  A quote of John Calvin is appropriate at this point: “Man is never sufficiently touched and affected by the awareness of his lowly state until he has compared himself with God’s majesty”
So far we have looked at these attributes:

1.) God is a triune being




4.) God is spirit. 

(Covered as one of the Impostors items)
           

5.) God is omnipresent.

2.) God is love (1 John 4:8)




6.) God is personal.

3.) God is Holy, Holy, Holy 

Now let’s look briefly at the attribute that God is omniscient.  We saw before that God is omnipresent and if He is everywhere what would stop Him from seeing and hearing everything?  When we talk about God’s omniscience we mean that He has the knowledge of all things including past, present, and future (foreknowledge) with equal clarity and absolute certainty. God knows all contingencies, but He knows nothing contingently.  This last sentence means that God knows all possible paths in our life travel, but His knowledge of events is not based upon what we do in the future.  [I love that sentence!]

Prov 15:3 “The eyes of the Lord are in every place, Watching the evil and the good.”

Heb 4:13 “And there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are open and laid bare to the eyes of Him with whom we have to do.”

Now let’s look at a few applications of His omniscience.  I am just giving a few scripture verses.  You can find many more.

I. God knows all things perfectly:

Psa 147:5 “Great is our Lord, and abundant in strength; His understanding is infinite.”

1John 3:19 “We shall know by this that we are of the truth, and shall assure our heart before Him,

1John 3:20 in whatever our heart condemns us; for God is greater than our heart, and knows all things.”

II. God sees and hears everything:

Exodus 3:7 “And the Lord said, "I have surely seen the affliction of My people who are in Egypt, and have given heed to their cry because of their taskmasters, for I am aware of their sufferings.”

2Chron 16:9 “For the eyes of the Lord move to and fro throughout the earth that He may strongly support those whose heart is completely His. You have acted foolishly in this. Indeed, from now on you will surely have wars.”

Psa 34:15 “The eyes of the Lord are toward the righteous, And His ears are open to their cry.

Prov 5:21 “For the ways of a man are before the eyes of the Lord, And He watches all his paths.”

III. God knows from all eternity the entire plan of the ages and the part of every man in that plan :

Isa 46:9 “Remember the former things long past, For I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and there is no one like Me,

Isa 46:10 Declaring the end from the beginning And from ancient times things which have not been done, Saying,' My purpose will be established, And I will accomplish all My good pleasure';

Isa 46:11 Calling a bird of prey from the east, The man of My purpose from a far country. Truly I have spoken; truly I will bring it to pass. I have planned it, surely I will do it.”

Isa 48:3 “I declared the former things long ago And they went forth from My mouth, and I proclaimed them. Suddenly I acted, and they came to pass.”

Eph 1:4 “just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before Him. In love

Eph 1:5 He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention of His will,

Eph 1:6 to the praise of the glory of His grace, which He freely bestowed on us in the Beloved.”

IV. God’s omniscience means that nothing anyone does escapes the knowledge of God and that one day we will be called to give an account at the bar of God for God will deal with each according to the truth of his life.
Romans 2:3 “But do you suppose this, O man, when you pass judgment on those who practice such things and do the same yourself, that you will escape the judgment of God? 
Romans 14:10 “But you, why do you judge your brother? Or you again, why do you regard your brother with contempt? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God.”
Romans 14:12 “So then each one of us will give an account of himself to God.”

This is not required for your course grade, but when you have some spare time, I recommend the reading of a sermon by Spurgeon:

http://www.spurgeon.org/sermons/0085.htm
Now, as a typical professor, I will assign you some homework!

1.) List some of the things you are glad that God knows about you that other people may not know. 

2.) List some of the things you wish God did not know about you.

3.) Determine now that by His grace you are going to modify your life so that the second is minimized and the first is maximized.

I pray that this has been helpful to you as we continue our study of some of God’s attributes that we insist all must agree upon for us to be worshiping the true God.

Serving Jesus Christ, my Lord and Savior,
Leon
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